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Twenty-sixth session Origin:  Director General 
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Agenda item 1 

 
PROVISIONAL AGENDA  

FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION 
OF THE ASSEMBLY  

Part I 
 Opening of the Session 
 
1 Adoption of the Agenda for Part I and Part II 
 
2 Waiver of the Rules of Procedure 
 
3 Adoption of draft Interim Guidance to Facilitate Remote Sessions of the IMSO 

Assembly During the COVID-19 
 
4 Election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen 
 
5 Credentials Committee 
 5.1 Appointment of the Credentials Committee 
 5.2 Consideration of the Report of the Credentials Committee 
 
6 Advisory Committee 
 6.1 Report of the Chairman of the Advisory Committee 
 6.2 Election of Members of the Advisory Committee 
  
7 Financial Matters 
 7.1 IMSO Business Plan for 2021 and 2022 
 7.2 IMSO Budgets for 2021 and 2022 
 7.3 Financial Outlook for 2023 to 2025 
 7.4 Audited Financial Statements for 2018 and 2019 
 
Part II (TBD) 
 
8  Status of IMSO Constituent and other Instruments 
 8.1  IMSO Membership 
 8.2  Acceptance of the Amendments to the IMSO Convention 
 8.3  Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of IMSO and the Amending 
  Agreement to the Protocol on the Privileges and Immunities of IMSO 



 
9 Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) 
 9.1  GMDSS Status Report 
 9.2  Report on the activities of Inmarsat 
 9.3  Update on issuance of Letter of Compliance to Iridium and its GMDSS 
  operations status 
 9.4  Update on application of BeiDou to be a future GMDSS provider 
 9.5  International Agreement on the Use of Inmarsat Ship Earth Stations within 
  the Territorial Sea and Ports 
 9.6  Revision of the Trademark License Agreement (TMLA) 
 
10  Long Range Identification and Tracking of Ships (LRIT) Status Report 
 
11 Directorate Matters. 
 
12 Procedures for the appointment and/or reappointment and contract of the IMSO 

Director General 
 
13 Relationship with other International Organizations 
 
14 Date and place of the twenty-seventh session of the Assembly 
 
15 Any Other Business 
 
16 Adoption of the Record of Decisions of the Assembly 
 
 

*** 



ANNEX 2 
 

DRAFT INTERIM GUIDANCE TO FACILITATE REMOTE SESSIONS OF THE IMSO 
ASSEMBLY DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

 
Introduction  

1 The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic has affected many countries around the 
world and has resulted in the temporary closure of the International Mobile Satellite 
Organization (IMSO) Headquarters and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
building, preventing the possibility of physical meetings being held. Associated travel 
restrictions and lockdown conditions have limited movement and travel of staff and delegates, 
requiring important adjustments to the methods of work of IMSO.  

2 Being aware of the challenges ahead with remote sessions, a cautious approach has 
been taken in developing this guidance. The guidance is based on the experience gained by 
the IMO in the conduct of remote sessions during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

3 This guidance should be kept under review as necessary, to incorporate experience 
gained in the conduct of remote sessions during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

4 It is noted that the existing Rules of Procedure of the IMSO Assembly and the 
Organization and method of work of the Advisory Committee continue to be applicable and 
should only be waived when necessary.  

Purpose  

5 The purpose of this guidance is to facilitate the work of IMSO and its organs using a 
structured and transparent methodology aimed at standardizing the conduct of remote 
sessions in view of the exceptional circumstances during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

6 This guidance is for temporary use during the COVID-19 pandemic and is not intended 
to provide an interpretation of the IMSO Convention or the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly 
or to set a precedent for the methods of work of the Organization.  

Invitation to a remote session  

7 The Rules of Procedure of the Assembly on the requirements for convening a session 
(regular or extraordinary) remain applicable for the invitation to a remote session. A remote 
session is one that contains both meetings by correspondence and virtual meetings during the 
session.  

8 The Note Verbale containing the invitation to a remote session should indicate that the 
session is proposed to be conducted remotely necessitating the waiver of rule (3) of the Rules 
of Procedures of the Assembly. The Note Verbale should provide the opportunity for Member 
States to comment on the waiver indicating their objection, if any, before adopting the agenda 
at the start of the session.  

9  The Note Verbale should also indicate the date of the session, the Chairman's proposal 
of the modalities and timelines for the conduct of the remote session, including the provisional 
agenda. 
 
10 Before holding a remote session, the Chairman, in consultation with the Directorate, 
should publish information regarding the submission of additional documents to any 
postponed sessions of the IMSO Assembly as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Using a 



predetermined format for holding remote sessions, delegates would be given foresight of the 
relevant milestones for the session and would also support the Chairman and the Directorate 
in organizing the logistical arrangements. 
  
E-conferencing platform for the virtual meetings of a remote session  

11 Virtual meetings should cater for data security, confidentiality, and simultaneous 
interpretation requirements.  

12 Virtual meetings should be of a maximum 3 hours' duration with a 15-minute break. 
Consideration should be given to rotation of the commencement timing of virtual meetings 
within a remote session.  

13 For virtual meetings scheduled in a remote session, the Directorate should provide a 
manual on how to use the e-conferencing platform and connectivity testing.  

Conduct of business  

Credentials  

14 For credentials, the existing Rules of Procedure of the Assembly should apply to 
remote sessions. Acceptance of electronic copies of credentials should be permitted for any 
remote session. In the event the establishment of a Credentials Committee is not be feasible, 
due to limitations imposed by the virtual format of the meeting, the Director General will 
examine the credentials submitted and report to the Assembly.  

Registration  

15 The registration of delegates for remote sessions should be the same as for physical 
sessions, that is, through the online registration system which is part of the IMSO Documents 
portal (IMSO Docs). When a remote session includes virtual meetings, the online registration 
system should be used to draw up the distribution list for the link to participate in virtual 
meetings in a remote session and specific instructions regarding the distribution of links should 
be provided to all registered attendees. The distribution list should also be circulated to all 
participants as an information document to facilitate communications between Member States 
during a remote session.  

Quorum  

16 A meeting scheduled in a remote session would commence when the quorum is 
achieved according to the existing Rules of Procedure of the Assembly.  

Agenda  

17 For remote sessions, consideration of the agenda should be taken as a matter of 
priority during the meetings and urgent agenda items should be prioritized.  

Decision-making process  

18 In keeping with the IMSO spirit, every effort should be made to take decisions in a 
remote session by consensus. Should an agreement be reached on a specific matter during 
a meeting, the Chairman of the Assembly would prepare a draft summary of decisions, that 
would be circulated on IMSO Docs, for comments and adoption by correspondence. 
  
19 Should a need for voting arise, the Directorate should be requested to submit options 
to facilitate remote voting for consideration. Such voting should be made in writing. 



 
 
  
Summary of decisions and adjournment of the remote session 
 
20 Upon completion of the remote session, the Directorate will produce the consolidated 
draft summary of decisions. The consolidated draft summary of decisions will be circulated on 
IMSO Docs to all Member States for comments and adoption by correspondence as the final 
summary of decisions of the remote session. 
 
21 The Directorate will circulate the summary of decisions on IMSO Docs. Should errors 
in the summary of decisions be detected by the Directorate or by any delegation, those errors 
will be corrected through the normal processes used for physical meetings. 
  
  

___________ 


